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POLICY SUS/001 - SUSTAINABILITY AND BIODIVERSITY ON THE ALLOTMENTS 

BACKGROUND 

Allotments are being increasingly recognised as an important source of biodiversity in terms of 
supporting wildlife and in terms of sustaining a source of “heritage” crops (refer to Garden Organic 
aka Henry Doubleday). 
 
The source of this diversity stems from established gardening traditions as well as the physical green 
resource presented by the allotment gardens. The land associated with allotments frequently has 
hedgerows, enclosure hedges, trees, compost heaps and the like all of which are the habitat for 
many forms of flora and fauna. 
 
Allotments also offer opportunity for re-cycling of spent materials be it organic waste, old windows 
or road scalpings. 

POLICY 

 To promote the preservation of all hedges currently present. To ensure that all hedges are 

sensitively and appropriately maintained. 

 To discourage and prevent allotments becoming dumping grounds for unwanted waste 

products. 

 To promote the use of companion planting and roadside planting as a means of supporting 

insects. 

 To support the use of insect houses/wood piles in sustaining insect life. 

 To support, promote and encourage the use of composting on all allotments.  

 To support, promote and encourage the use of water re-cycling on all allotments as a means 

of assisting in the conservation of an expensive resource. 

 To offer education in the practice of plant watering 

 To promote the community garden as a means of sustaining biodiversity. 

 To manage vacant plots in a sensitive manner that supports wildlife whilst not becoming a 

nuisance. Wild flower planting, prairie planting are viable options to encourage wildlife. 

 To promote the use of sensible methods of plot clearance which minimise harm to the 

environment. 

 To promote organic gardening methods. 

 To discourage as far as possible the use of chemicals in cultivation to prevent / reduce 

impacts to ground water and the environment. 

 To discourage the use of peat (save reclaimed peat) in gardening 

 Ban the use of non-humane methods of vermin control whilst encouraging tolerance of 

wildlife visitors. 

 Encourage the site as a venue for monitoring wildlife by schools etc. 
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 Participate with schools and other organisations in promoting and education with regard to 

horticulture. 

 Ensure bonfires adhere to local regulations and do not become a nuisance. 

 To comply with DEFRA requirements for reportable infestations. 

 To discourage the planting of non-native species.  

 To liaise with local bodies with regard to sensible re-cycling opportunities which provide 

mutual benefit. 

 To oppose any legislation which is considered to have a detrimental effect on the 

allotments. 

 

 


