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Claylands

Avenue

Gardeners

Society

Minutes of the General Meeting 2013

Tuesday 18th June 2013

Learning centre on site, Worksop 7- 9 pm

Attendees; 7 Committee members, 10 members

1 WELCOMES AND OBJECTIVES

Roger Faulkner (RF) welcomed everyone to the GM. RF explained that the meeting was to
report on the state of the Society, the finances and give updates on several items.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from John and Sandra Steeper, Neil and Joanne Devenish, Katie
Mander, Chris Dalzeil, Ian Holden and Rob Shelley.

3 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

David Holliday (DH) presented the minutes from the Annual General Meeting held 12th

December 2012 which had been distributed electronically. MH had completed the 1 action.
These were proposed as a true record by Martin Hadfield, seconded by Pete Spencer.

4 CHAIRS REPORT

RF explained that we had had a volunteer to step up as secretary elect for 2014. Jane
Hadfield (JH) will start to shadow DH and assume some responsibilities pro-tem whilst DH
supports his wife particularly during July. RF expressed thanks to Jane.
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RF explained that there were a number of plots. JH had prepared some leaflets and RF
asked people to take one and see if we can drum up some interest. Vacant plots create a
nuisance and take time to manage and money to keep under control.

RF reported that, subject to a confirmatory meeting, Karol Porath had agreed to take on the
role of equipment loans. Matt has agreed to perform any necessary maintenance on the
equipment. RF expressed thanks to both.

Accordingly JH and KP will be invited onto the committee.

Dave Mander (DM) had agreed to attend to the front of house aspects of the toilet to ensure
it is cleaned and necessary requisites are present. DH and Eddie Hill (EH) will attend to the
underside aspects in due course.

RF mentioned that plot inspections were on-going and the latest had revealed a number
with weeds out of control and needing attention. He was sure it would not affect those
present but tenants should not be surprised if they received an improvement notice. We all
need to remember that weeds do create a nuisance for others. Points from the floor raised
concerns about the maintenance of paths and extensively grassed areas. It was agreed the
committee would consider a change to the rules covering maintenance of grassed areas.

ACTION Committee

RF explained about the Pathway organisation and their presence on site. These are people
who are being trained in horticulture having passed through the probation service. The
Worksop team have had a slow start but things are progressing and they have made good
inroads with the community garden and other areas. They aim to visit on Thursdays and
may also support the Framework people.

5 TREASURERS REPORT

Eddie Hill (EH) reported on the shop and society accounts. Please note all figures are
rounded for simplicity.

(financial details omitted).

6 REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY

DH presented a report on a number of topics.

APRIL INVOICING
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146 invoices had been issued although there had been a number of tenants deciding to give
up only on receipt of the invoice (despite an earlier appeal) and the recoverable monies had
been reduced from £2216 to £2106.

WATER RATES

DH reported that the excess monies held for the water account as of 2012 (£245) had been
used to pay the water bill for 2011 as this had been larger than expected. There had been a
bill DH did not know about. However monies for 2012 were in hand and we had started to
collect 2013. DH reminded the meeting to be mindful in the use of water especially since the
price controls placed on Severn Trent would end after 2014.

ANNUAL REPORT

DH made known that the first annual report had been submitted. This was basically the
same as the quarterly reports but had additional elements which indicated possible works
required on site which could be used to feed into the BDC planning process which would be
due in October.

DH also expressed his thanks for the support afforded him during the times he needed to
support his wife.

7 GRANTS AND FUNDING

Martin Hadfield (MH) updated the meeting on current situation.

MH reported we had received a donation of £100 toward the Family Day.

MH reported we had been successful in our application for an LIS award to replace
perimeter fencing. The project manager from Notts county Council had visited to understand
the work and will be in touch later. The exact process and timings are not known but it is
expected work will be done in the autumn. There is a need to establish agreement for
access from the Care Home. Action MH

MH also reported we had applied for funds from the Community Safety and Security fund to
cover the installation of CCTV. We will know by the end of June if this is successful.

MH also reported that we could apply for further funding from the National Lottery. The
meeting discussed a few ideas (wood chippers, grass cutters etc.) and RF requested that all
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consider and forwards suggestions. Dave Mander agreed to obtain details for composting
devices.

RF reminded the meeting that we are dependent on willing volunteers and that we need to
be mindful of putting additional demands on those people.

8 COMMUNITY GARDEN

Barbara Shelley (BS) reported that the schools had stopped using the garden this year
mostly because the head teachers would not provide sufficient time to the staff to bring
children. That said St Johns school had visited the gardens in order to conduct “mini bug”
hunts. BS remarked that the doors were still open to continue use of the garden. Also the
change to the teaching curriculum may bring about a change in schools.

BS reported that we have service users of Framework coming to the garden as well a
wheelchair user. It was good to be able to report that the planning for such access had
worked.

Pathway workers are doing more of the heavy work.

The Fun Club will once again be attending during the summer school break.

BS asked if people who were on site could please look at watering the polytunnels especially
during the summer.

RF thanked BS for her passion and efforts.

9 FAMILY DAY

BS outlined the plans for July 14th. There was a good band of helpers and preparations were
underway. There would be the usual activities and an opportunity to win one of the 2
trophies in display which were awarded for the best scarecrow and basket of produce.
BS asked we could spread the word amongst other gardeners.

10 SITE SECURITY

DH commented that the local PCSOs had visited with the CREMARK product to mark Society
property. DH asked if any other gardeners wished property marking then to let him know as
the PCSOs were expected to return to finish the marking and provide some signage.

11 NORTH LEVERTON FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW 2013
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The Meeting was reminded of the South Leverton show to which we had an invitation. Here
was an opportunity to many categories such as Jams, Cakes, Preserves as well as Flowers
and Veg. MH agreed to obtain details from Chris Spittlehouse. ACTION MH

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The question of speeding on site has once again been raised. Several Gardeners have been
observed breaking the site speed limit. This creates clouds of dust in the dry weather but
more importantly is dangerous especially near the shop and on the track. It was agreed to
redo the speed signs and place an article in the newsletter. Action JH and HD

Several attendees commented on the fact that the main Gates were being left open,
especially in the morning. The ruling to keep the gates locked stems from BDC but is
covered with the Society rules and persistent offenders can be expelled from the site.

(the night following the meeting the site suffered a visit by thieves and this reinforces
the need to observe the rule).

It was noted there is a hosepipe raped across the track from RDS into the car park. It had
necessitated drivers having to stop and lower the pipe to be able to gain access. DH agreed
to contact RDS. ACTION DH

13 CLOSING REMARKS

RF thanked everyone for attending.

The monthly raffle was drawn.

14 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

Family Day – July 14th 2013

North Leverton Produce and Flower Show - Saturday, 7th September 2013

Annual General Meeting December 10th

The meeting closed at 8:10 pm.


